There has been a lot of excitement with immunotherapy in non-small cell lung cancer -nivolumab was recently approved for the treatment, in the third line setting, for squamous cell lung cancer, and has received NCCN designation to be used in adenocarcinoma. These treatments, as I said, target the immune system, and the way that I like to explain it is that, currently, the cancer is able to decrease the amount that the immune system works against it, and
by using immune therapy inhibitors, the proteins and the two systems become disconnected, so that way the immune system can really attack the cancer.
In June of 2015, at our annual clinical oncology conference, we saw data for two agents -one was nivolumab, and that clinical trial was very early phase, it was only a phase one, it was really only looking to see if there was safety.
There were two arms to that study -one arm received nivolumab by itself, which is one inhibitor against the immune system, and the other used nivolumab with ipilimumab. Ipilimumab is another type of inhibitor against the immune system. It's believed that, maybe, two inhibitors may work better than one alone, and both arms showed that there was a very nice response rate to these drugs in small cell lung cancer, and that the patients who did respond had a long-term response duration. And, so, these are being evaluated in newer trials. In fact, there's a maintenance trial that's planned to start opening in January 2016 or so, that will be looking at immune therapies in the maintenance setting, which is something that's never really been explored in small cell lung cancer -that's if we use a drug after first line chemotherapy. The trial is going to be a placebo controlled trial, so patients will be on one of three arms: either placebo, or nivolumab, or nivolumab with ipilimumab.
©2015 GRACE -All Rights Reserved
In June of 2015, also at our large clinical oncology conference, pembrolizumab, another immune therapy inhibitor, was also shown to be beneficial in patients with small cell lung cancer. There are several trials planned with this drug, also, in the maintenance setting, and in the second line setting. So, second line would be, again, after first line chemotherapy, when the disease recurs; the trial that's expected to open there is a trial of pembrolizumab, versus the standard, topotecan.
©2015 GRACE -All Rights Reserved
